PEER ON PEER ABUSE
( Managing allegations against other p,u,alls)

"DON'T LET ANYONE LOOK DOWN ON YOU
BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNG. BE AN EXAMPLE TO
MLL BELIEVERS 1N WHAT YOU. SAY, IN THE WAY

SUNRISE
CURRICULUM




Safegua.rdmg is everyom’s mspunsLbLLLty"
| am small but soon | wtl,l,bzb,l;g
Give me a safe, caring environment in which to live”

Keep'mg Children Safe in Education, 2020 states that ‘Gmm,mg hodies and
proprietors should ensure their child protection poticy includes protedures to-
minimise the risk of peer on peer abuse and sets out how- aLL@gatLons of peer on peer
abuse will be anzstiga,bed, and dealt with' ( Io,arugra,ah 105 - 106). The document also
states it is most important to-ensure opportunities of 5%/¢Lng the voice of the child
are heard: 'Gmm'mg hodies, proprietors and schoot or co*t[o,go, leaders should ensure
the child's wishes and f@eLLngs are taken into- account when dp,bo,nnmmg what action
totake and what services to-provide. Systems should be in place for children to-
express their views and give feedback. Ultimately, all systems and processes should
operate with the best interests of the child at heart.” While it is recommended that
Peer-on Peer abuse is part of the Child Protection & Safequarding Policy, due tothe
sensitive nature and specific issues invoived with peer on peer abuse we have

complzbzd this separate poiLcH gudemce temp[ate.

In Keepmg Children Safe in Education Septembzr 2018 Part Five was added to
include child on child sexual violence and sexual harassment. We have therefore
anpmated the /cey gutdance from this section which should he accessed for more

information.

There is additional advice avuilable to- schools in the gutdan,ce Sexual vielence and.
sexual harassment between children in schools and Coﬂzges’ Dot /V\ag 2018 .

Context:

At St /V\a,ry’s Church of Englo,mi School we helieve that all children have a Nght to
attend school and learn in a safe environment. Children should be free from harm
when at school, whether from adults or from other children.

All behaviour takes pLa,ce on a spectrum. Un,cLQr'staerLng where a childs hehaviour
falls on a spectrum is essential to b,QLn,g able to rzslo,ond, appropnately toit. In this


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges

poiLcy we recognise the meortance of oLLsthguLsthg hetween ,aroblp,mauc and

abusive behaviour
Vulnerahle groups

We recognise that all children can be at risk however we a,c/crwwtzdgo, that some
groups are more vulnerable. These can include: experience of abuse within their
family; LLvirLg with domestic violence; young people in care; children who 90
missing; children with additional needs (SEN and/or disahilities); children who
identify orare perceived as LGBT and/or have other protected characteristics under
the Equalities Act 2010. Whilst research tells us it is 9Lri5 who are more frequently
identified as bz'mg abused by their peers and gLris are more likely to-experience
unwanted sexual touchmg in schools, this is not confined to gLris. Boys are less
likely to~ report intimate relationship abuse and may display other hehaviour such
as antisocial behaviour. Boys report high levels of victimisation in areas where they
are affected by gangs. We recognise that hoth boys and girls experience peer on peer
abuse, but they do so-in gendered ways.

Policies

We have the foﬂowv;ng IaoiLcLes in p[ace that should be read in conjunction with this
poﬂcy:

AntL—Bu[LHLng Poitcy

Child Protection & Safeguardmg PoiLcH

Online Safety PoiLcH

Behaviour PoiLcH

What is Peer on Peer Abuse

Peer on peer abuse otcurs when a young person is exploited, bullied and Jor
harmed by their peers who are the same ora similar age; everyone directly invotved
with peer on peer abuse is under the age of 18 which defines the legal definition for
a child in England.

There is no clear bounda.ly hetween incidents that should be regarded as abuwsive
and incidents that are more Iamp,eriy dealt with as bu,LLy ing, sexual exlozrim,rmtatm



efc. This is a matter of professional Judgerrvmt If one child causes harm to another
this should not necessarily be dealt with as abuse: bullying, fighting and
harassment between children are not gerw,rally seen as child protection issues.
However, it may he appropriate to- regard a child's behaviour as abusive if:

e [here isa Largo, dgffo,ro,n& in power (for Qxamlo,& age, size, abLLLty,
dp,vv,topmnt) hetween the children concerned; or

o [he perpetrator has mpeab@dly tried to- harm one or more other children; or
e [here are concerns ahout the intention of the a,U/ngCL child. bc the evidence

su,ggests that there was an intention to cauwse severe harm to the victim or to
préoit them, this should he ro,ga,rdp,d as abwsive whether or not severe harm

was a.ctu,o.LLH caused.

Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are extremely complex to-
manage. It is essential that victims are protected, offered appropriate support and
every effort is made to-ensure theireducation is not disrupted. It is alsoimportant
that other children, and school-staff are supported and protected as appropriate.

Prevention
As a school we will minimise the risk of a[[:zgat‘ums against other children by -

. Prwidtng a dzvelopmntally appropriate PSHE and RSHE curriculum which
devztops children’s understcmdmg of acceptab,lz behaviour and /c@epm,g
themselves safe.

. /—/avmg a rohuwst online safety programme which dzvelops children’s
/crwrw{zdge, undzrstandmg and skills, toensure per‘sona[ safety and self-
protection when using the internet and social rw,tworlcmg.

. /—/o,ving robuwst monitoring and fLLtering systems in pLace to-ensure children are
safe and act appropnately when using Lnfo-rmatton techno{ogy in school.

. /—/aving sys&ms in pLa,ce fo-r' any child to raise concerns with 5taﬁ3, /crw'wmg
that th)zy will be listened to, believed and volued.



. DQLLVQang to,rgeted work on assertiveness and keelo,Lng safe to those children
Ldznttflzd as b)ang at risk.

. Devetopmg robust risk assessments nc IarUvid,Ln,g ta,rgeted work fo-r‘ Iau,m;[s
Ldp,nt'cfizd as b)ang a Iaotantl;a[ risk to other children.

o We will ensure that there are clear and consistent boundaries to what is
considered. to- he a,cco,lata,blp, behaviour and children will understand the

Con.sequences of unacce,atablz behaviour or Lo,ng uage.

e [he school will ensure that parents have a clear undzrstandmg of behaviours
and Language that are not ax:celatablo, within school.

ALbzga,tLons aga,i.n,st other children which are sofegux:udmg LSSues.

OccasLonaLLy, aUzgatLons may he made against children by other children in the
school, which are of a sofeguard;mg nature. Safeguardmg issues raised in this way
may include lahy sical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse, teenage rQLatLonshL,a
abuse and sexual exla[oita,twn, butty'mg, cybzr bully ing and sexting, sexual viotence
or sexual harassment. It should be considered as a sa:feguarding aLLantLon against
a child if some of the foﬂowmg features are present.

The albzga,twn:-

e s made against an older child and refers to- their behaviour towards a
younger child or a more vulnerahble child

o Is of a serious nature, po*ssLbLy LrLcLu,(iLng a criminal offence
e Raises risk factors for other children in the school
e Indicates that other children may have heen affected by this child

e Indicates that children outside the school may he affected b,y this child.



Exa.mples of sofegwdmg issues against a child could include:

Physi,cal Abuse: Physical abuse may include, /LLttLrLg, /ch/ang, nipping, shakmg,
b,Lthg, hair IauLLLn,g, or otherwise causing p/u:/ sical harm to- another person. There
may be many reasons WhH a child harms ancther and it is important to- understand
Whg a child has Qngaged in such behaviour, an[ud'mg achdp,rLtaLLH, before
constdzrtng the action or sanctions to be undertaken.

Buuymg ( Ln,clud,mg cyb,er' b,uU,Hing): BuLLHLng is unwanted, aggressive behaviour
among school ago,d children that involves a real or percuved, power imbalance. The
behaviour is mpzabed,, or has the p,UthtLaL to- he mpmbed,, over time. Both children
who are hullied and who b,uLLy others may have seriows, Lo,sténg Iaroblp,m,s. In order

to- be considered b,uLLy ing, the hehaviour must he aggressive and. include:

e An Imbalance of Power: Children who bu,LLH wse their Irwwv,rwuch as F'hH sical
strength, access to embanussmg information, or popu[arity;tcr control or harm
others. Power imbalances can cha,nge over time and in different situations,
even if thzy involve the same pzoplz.

. Repet‘tt‘wn: Bully ing behaviours hap,ozn more than once or have the Iaobmt‘ta[
to- happen, more than once. BuLLy ing includes actions such as m,a/ang threats,
sprzadmg rumours, attac/cmg someone Iahy stcaity or vzrbal[y or fora
parttcular reason e. g. size, hair colour, roce, 9en,dzr, sexual orientation, and

Qxc[ud‘m,g someone from a group on purpose.

SextMg: Sexttng s when someone sends or receives a sexually exp[Lth text, image
or video This includes sendmg nude chs’, rude Io,Lcs' or nude segﬁces'. Przssurtng
someone into send‘cng a nude picture can happzn in any reLatLonshL,a and to anyone,
regardbzss of their age, gmdzr or sexual preference. However, once the image is
taken and sent, the sender has lost control of the image and these images could end
up any where. BH having in their possession, or dLstn‘buimg, indecent images of a
person under 18 on to someone else, young peop& are not even aware that thzy
could he b,rea/ctng the law-as stated as these are offences under the Sexual Offences
Act 2003

'Up,slci,rthg': is a criminal offence - It is defined in Keepmg Children Safe in
Education 2020 as 'ta,/ang a picture under a Io,Qr'son's cLo‘thJ;ng without them



/mUng, with the intention of viewing their 9erLLtaL5 or huttocks to ohtain sexual
9rathLcatLon, or cause the victim humiliation, distress or alarm.

Emotional Abuse: Can include blackmail orextortion and. may also include threats
and. intimidation. This luumfuL behaviour can have a ngrLLcharLt impact on the

mental health and emotional weLL-bemg of the victim and can lead to seLf-ho,rm.

Sexual Abuse: Sexually harmful behaviour from children is not always contrived
or with the intent to- harm others. It exists on a wide continuum, from normal and
devetopmntalty ex,oecbed to- inappropriate, prob[ema,th, abusive and viotent.
Problematic, abusive and violent sexual behaviour is devetopmentalty inappropriate
and may cause d,evelopm,en,tat d,o.mage. There may be many rea.sons Why a child
engages in sexua,LLH harmful behaviour and it may be Just as d,Lstressmg to- the
child who instigates it as well as the child it is intended towards. Sexual[y harmful
behaviour may range from inappropriate sexual Lang uage, inappropriate role Ialay,
to- sexually touch'mg another or sexual assault/abuse. It can also include indecent
exposure, indecent touchmg [serious sexual assaults or fon:'mg others to- watch

powwgraphy or take part in sexting.

Teen,age ReLa,twnsth Abuse: Teenage reLatLonsth abuse is defined as a pattern of
actual or threatened acts of Iahy sical, sexual, and/oremotional ahuse, perpetrated
by an adolescent (between the ages of 13 and 18) against a current or former
partner. Abuse may include insults, coercion, social sabotage, sexual harassment,
threats and/or acts of Iahy sical or sexual abuse. The abusive teen uses this pattern
of violent and coercive behaviour; in a heterosexual or same 9en,der reLatLonshL,a, in
order to- gain power and maintain control over the partner.

Sexual Ex,al,otta,tm: This can include encournging other children to-engage in
inappropriate sexual behaviour or grooming and, recruiting memhbers of the peer
group into beLn,g sexually expLoited, by other children or adults. It can also include
photographmg or vv;deomg other children pelfmmtng indecent acts.

Child sexual violence and sexual harassment

Sexual viotence and sexual harassment can occur hetween two children of any age
and sex. It can also occur thro-ugh a group of children sexua,LLH assau,Lthg or
5exually harassmg a sLngLe child or group of children.



Children who are victims of sexual viotence and sexual harassment will likely find
the experience stressful and distressing. This is likely to- adversely affect their
educational attainment. Sexual viclence and sexual harassment exist on a
continuum and may owriap thzy can occur online and oﬁ:LLrw, (hoth ,o,hy cha,LLH and
verb,a,LLH ) and are never a,ccelo,ta,ble. It is Lm,o,m'tant that all victims are taken
sertously and offered appropriate support. Examples of what would constitute
sexual violence and sexual harassment can be found on pages 92 and 93 of KCSIE
September 2020. Any forms of sexual violence and harassment should not be
passed off as banter or part of growing up’ or a hit of fun' and must always be

taken seriows Ly )
Consent

Consent is ahout ha,ving the frep,dom and capacity to choose. It is important to- know-
that:

o A child under the age of 13 can never consent to any sexual activity;
o The age of consent is 16;
o Sexual infercourse without consent is rope.

It is also important to differentiate hetween consensual sexual activity hetween
children of a similar age and that which involves any power imbalance, coercion or
prLoitatLon.

Due to their additional training, the Deségnabzd Safeguardmg Lead should be
involved and lza,d.mg the schoot response. Ifin any doubt, they should seek expert
advice.

Procedure for ow.ng with AUan,tLons of Peer on Peer Abuse

When an allzgatton is made by a child against another child, members of staff
should consider whether the compLa,LrLt raises a sa:feg ua,rdLn,g COnCem.

/f there is a sajceguardLng concern the D@sign,ato,d Safeguardmg Lead. (DSL) should be
informed. IF YOU ARE AT ALL IN DOUBT YOU SHOULD DISCUSS IT WITH YOUR DSL.



A factua[ record should he made of the al&gat'wn, but no o,ttem,lat at this stage
should bhe made to anestLgatQ the circumstances.

The Dengrw,bo,d, Safeguardmg Lead should contact the MARU to discuss the case.

The Dengrw,bo,d, Safeguarding Lead will foﬂaw through the outcomes of the
discussion and make a rzferml where appropriate. /f the aUzgatLon indicates that a

potzntLaL criminal offence has taken ,aLo,ce, the /o,O‘LLce will become involved.

Parents, of both the child/ren Immg comptamp,d ahout and the allzgo,d, victim/s,
should he LI’LfO‘I‘TTDQ,d, and /cept u,/ad,a.tzd on the progress of the ro,fo,rml.

The Dengnated Safeguard,mg Lead will make a record of the concern, the discussion
and any outcome and /&27(1 a copy in the Secure Sa:fo,gua,rd,mg records.

If the aUzgatLon thhLLghts a /wtthaL risk to the school and the child, the school
will fotlow- the school's hehaviour fwiLcH and pmoadures and take appropriate

action.

In situations where the school considers a safeguardLng risk is present, a risk
assessment should be Iare,aared a[ong with a preventative, supervision Ia[cm. The
plan, should be monitored and a date set fora foﬂwr—up evaluation with everyone

concerned.

Best proctice in relation to record /ceepmg and condezntLaLLty should be adhered to at

all times.

If the child has disclosed any Iaoten,tLaL harm staff need to-ensure the Iarmaples and
hest proctice of dzalmg with a disclosure of abuse are followed

Risk Assessment

Where there has heen a report of Iahy sical or sexual violence the Destgnated
Safeguardmg Lead should make an immediate risk and. needs assessment.

/f the a[&gat‘wn is of a verhal nature, then the need fora risk assessment should he
decided on a case by case bhasis.



All decisions need to he cmfully dotumented and these records /oz,at secu,raly by the
DengrLated chceguardmg Lead.

It is important to consider the wishes and fe@[tngs of the allzged, victim, hut these
should not override any actions in relation to IaothLtLa,L safo,\quardLng risks to other
children. The Io,othLtLaL for ongoing risk of harm towards children and staﬁ‘ should

be considered. SQ,I'LSLtLVi,tH however is /oay.

Other related issues and the wider context should he considered as part of the risk

assessment

Consideration abhout how hest to support and protect the at&ged perpetrator will also
he considered. Ro:fenuls where appropriate will be made to Eariy /-/e[p or Children's
Social Care (MARU) th,rough the Dengnath Sa:fegua,rd,mg Lead.

If it is considered necessary to involve the fwﬂce, this will be done in /aaraLLQL with

a referral to children’s social care.
Foilovv-up Actions - children sfw.nn,g a classroom:

Whilst the schoot establishes the facts of the case and starts the protess of LLaLsLng
with children’s social care and the potice:

e We will consider how- best to /ceep the victim and a[&zged perpetrator a
reasonable distance apart on school premises and on transport to- and from
the school. This is LL/@LH to- include removing the al&g@d perpetrator from any
classes th,zy share with the victim.

These actions are in the best interests of hoth children and should not be pzrcuvut
tohe a j ud.gment on the guLLt of the a[&ged perpetrator

/V\a.nuge In,be,malty
In some cases, the Dengnated SqfeguardULg Lead may make the decision that this is
a om—oﬁc incident with no signgﬁcant harm to the child and deal with it Ln,temally.

The hehaviour and buLLy ing Iaa‘LLcH may be referred toin these incidents. All
decisions as well as the albe,ged incident should he c[zariy recorded.
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Su.,opm‘t for Children

The age and dp,vzlopmntal stage of the aUzged victim need to he considered and the
risk of any fu,rt/w,r harm. It is LL/ceLH that a power imhalance may have heen created
between the victim and the allzged perpetrator

Support for children can be available from a variety of agencies. We will support
the victim of any sexual assault toremain in schoot but if thzy are unable to- do so
we will enable them to continue their education elsewhere. This decision will be
made onLH at the request of the child and their fa,mLLy. If thp,y are moved, we will

ensure the new school is aware of the ongoing support thzy may need.. The DSL will
support this move.

/f the offence is of a sexual nature there may be a criminal anv,stLgatLon and,
guLd,an,ce ahout the schools response to- hoth the victim and the perpetrotor would be
considered in discussion with the local authmty and Io,oiLce.

Where the allzged perpetrator is going to-remain at the school, the IarmchLQ would be
to- undertake a further risk assessment to- consider whether there is a need tor
continue /ceep‘mg the victim and perpetrator in separate classes and continue to
consider the most appropriate way to-manage potmt‘wi contact on school premises
and transport. The nature of the conviction or caution and wishes of the victim will
be especLaLLy important in dztemunmg how- to- Iaroteed in such cases.

Recommended Resources:
Useful 9uLd<mo@ includes:

Sexual viotence and sexual harassment hetween children in schools and coilzges

Www-gov. wk/ 9owmmnt/, publications/sexual-violence -and - sexual-harassment-

between-childrenin-schools-and.- coﬂeges

Keepmg Children Safe in Education 2020

Www-gov. wk/ 9owmmnt/, publications/ /cezpmg children - safe-in-education

NSPCCs and Research in Pructices Ha,rmfuL Sexual Behaviour Framework:
https -// lza,mmg .NLSPCC. OT7. uk/research-resources/2019/ ham}fut— sexual-hehaviour-

frameworkx
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file:///C:/Users/LauraCalcraft/Downloads/www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-childrenin-schools-and-colleges
file:///C:/Users/LauraCalcraft/Downloads/www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-childrenin-schools-and-colleges
file:///C:/Users/LauraCalcraft/Downloads/www.gov.uk/government/publications/keepingchildren-safe-in-education
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2019/harmful-sexual-behaviour-framework#:~:text=This%20framework%20helps%20local%20areas,needs%20of%20this%20vulnerable%20group.
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/research-resources/2019/harmful-sexual-behaviour-framework#:~:text=This%20framework%20helps%20local%20areas,needs%20of%20this%20vulnerable%20group.

The Brook Sexual Behaviours Traffic Lt‘ght Tool can also be very hzlpful in
Ldznttﬂjmg sexual behaviours bH children W'W'W'b,f‘U‘O‘/COTg uk/our-work/the - sexual-
behaviours- truziftc- Li,g ht-tool

The UK Council for Internet Safety (UKCIS) Education Gmulo, has Io,u,bLLs/w,d Advice
for Schools and Coilzges on Reslaondmg tor Sextmg Incidents

WWW-gov. wk/ gmmmnt/’ publications/ sext'm,g -in-schools-and - coilzges

RQLatLonsth Education and ReLatLonship and Sex Education (2020)

WWW-gov. wk/ gmmmnt/’ publications/ FQLa,tLOTLSthS -education - rzlathshL’p,s -and.-

sex —education-rse-and-health-education

Cybzrb,uuy ing: Advice for headteachers and school staff
https -//assets. pub.[tsh,mg . Service.gov- uk/ q overnment/ u’aloads /s y stem/ u,,/aLowis [attac
hm)zntg,d,a,ta/u file/374:850/C y bp,rbully ing U;Advtceuzfmg,l-/eadbmchzrs %andg,s chovig,s taﬁcy

2111% . pdf

Mental health and behaviour in schools

WwWWw-gov. uk/ 9mmmznt/’ publications/mental-health -and-hehaviour-in-schools--2

Gov- uk: Eq,uaLLtH Act 2010: advice for schools
WwWWw-gov. uk/ 9orvernmen,t/’ publications/ eg ualLtH -act-2010-advice-for-schoots
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http://www.brook.org.uk/our-work/the-sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-tool
http://www.brook.org.uk/our-work/the-sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-tool
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexting-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/374850/Cyberbullying_Advice_for_Headteachers_and_School_Staff_121114.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/equality-act-2010-advice-for-schools

