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20" March, 2020

ST MARY’S C OF E SCHOOL CRITICAL WORKER & VULNERABLE CHILD CRITERIA _

Penair Head’s Cluster schools have agreed to come together to give extra clarity and consistency
around the critical worker list. The Government’s definition of a ‘critical worker’ and a ‘vulnerable child’
is extensive and unless we prioritise, we may not be able to support the families and workers that require
this help the most. We have used the Government’s official guidance as well as the Government’s
official list of critical workers to put critical workers into a tiered system from Tier 1 to 4. We have
prioritised school staff* within Tier 1 in the knowledge that many staff members are local to the area -
this should mean that by utilising local school staff within our own schools, we will be able to support
many more local families with this childcare arrangement. Although this is an agreed tiered system, we
will make a school by school decision based on our overall staffing capacity to identify how many tiers
we can remain open to and this may change on a daily basis.

Current government guidance regarding eligibility for the school care as of Monday 23" March 2020 is
that children with at least one parent or carer who are identified as critical workers by the government
can potentially send their children to school if required. However, we must emphasise that the
government guidance also states that “many parents working in these critical sectors may be
able to ensure their child is kept at home. Every child who can be safely cared for at home should
be.” Only use this emergency childcare at St Mary’s if you have to.

This means that if you have 1 parent as a key worker and 1 parent/carer who does not work and
is at home your children need to stay at home with that parent/carer.

We are asking parents to fill in the online form on the school, by midday today to give us information
about your situations and why you require school-based childcare. You will at this point state your critical
worker status, and days next week you need childcare. If you are a critical worker, we will be asking
you to give us contact details including full name and telephone number of your supervisor so we can
confirm that your active role is a necessity in these challenging circumstances and your working
patterns. We will then text you at the end of the day to state whether your child/children can come to
school week beginning 23.3.20.

Please note, the current guidance around self-isolation regarding symptoms of coronavirus including
a temperature of over 37.8°C and/or a persistent cough are still in force. In the next few days, school
leaders will have to make some incredibly difficult decisions and hold some very challenging
conversations with families who are understandably anxious. We ask that you please work with us
and not against us as we do this.
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